	DATE & TIME
	SEMINARS
	LOCATION

	Fri 9 Sept

4:00-5:30pm
	CENTRE FOR JAPANESE RESEARCH

What's Wrong with the Recent Debate on Constitutional Revisions in Japan

by Masaru Kohno, Waseda University

In Japan, the issue of constitutional revision is now clearly on the 

political agenda. Both the House of Representatives and the House of Councilors have concluded their long-term investigatory missions into the problems of constitutional revisions, and many organizations, including political parties and economic associations, have published their constitutional proposals. Certainly, the ongoing debate has enriched the scope and depth of discussion on some specific problems, such as the problem of the war renunciation clause, the issue of regional autonomy, and the problem of the so-called "new rights". What is critically absent in the current Japanese debate, however, is the basic and general understanding of constitutionalism and, particularly, the relationship between democracy and constitutional rule. In the presentation, I will highlight three fundamental issues, which have been misunderstood by many Japanese and have thus misguided the course of the debate: the difference between law and constitution, the difference between the principle of separation of powers and the principle of check and balance, and the misunderstanding of the "executive power".  


	C.K. Choi Rm. 120

	Tues 13 Sept

12:00-2:00pm
	CENTRE FOR CHINESE RESEARCH

The Secret History of Non-State Controlled Current Information Networks in China’s Cultural Revolution


By Michael Schoenhals, Department of East Asian Languages
Lund University, Sweden

This talk introduces the so-called “current information” (dongtai) networks operated by organizations of the “revolutionary masses” in China in the early years of the Cultural Revolution. All but totally unknown outside China and only sporadically referred to by Chinese historians, the bigger of these networks at one time boasted quasi-permanent liaison offices in cities across China and were able to provide their subscribers with daily – sometimes twice or thrice daily – news up-dates about major (and minor) political developments independently of the state-controlled media. No history of the information order in the PRC would be fair and balanced if it failed to mention the remarkable rise and fall of these Maoist “NGOs”! 

	C.K. Choi Rm. 120

	Wed 14 Sept 

12:00-2:00pm


	CENTRE FOR CHINESE RESEARCH


A brown-bag lunch and open forum led by UBC China specialists in anticipation of the visit of Hu Jintao to Canada.

Chair: Alison Bailey, Director, CCR, IAR

Pitman Potter (IAR/Law)--law and trade 
Diana Lary (History/IAR)--corruption 
Ken Foster (Political Science)--the party and governance
Any Hanser (Sociology)--life on the ground 
Tsao Hsingyuan (Art)--the cultural front 

Speakers will briefly highlight the key issues in their area that concern Canada, or should. There will be time for open discussion. This meeting is free and open to the public.

	C.K. Choi Rm. 120

	Thurs 15 Sept

4:00-5:30pm
	CENTRE FOR INDIA AND SOUTH ASIA RESEARCH AND DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS

INVITE YOU TO A PUBLIC FORUM ON GLOBALIZATION AND OUTSOURCING IN INDIA
India’s Economic Boom: Understanding the Challenges and Opportunities 

Presented by renowned political economist Arvind Panagariya
 
	UBC at Robson Square, 800 Robson St., Room C-100

	Thurs 15 Sept

4:00-6:00pm 
	CENTRE FOR CHINESE RESEARCH AND DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY AND SOCIOLOGY
 
Origins of Ancient Chinese Bronzes: an Archaeological Perspective

by Dr. Bai Yunxiang (Associate Director, Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)


Early China was well known for its highly advanced bronze metallurgy. The earliest bronze objects have been found primarily in the four regions: (1) the Northwest Zone (including Gansu, Qinghai, and Tibet); (2) the Northern Zone centered around the Yanshan Mountains and Great Wall; (3)the Eastern Zone mainly consisted of eastern Henan and Shandong; and (4) the Central Plains covering central Shaanxi, southern Shanxin, and western Henan. In terms of their technological and cultural features and styles, early bronze finds may belong to two different traditions or systems: (1) the Central Plains system including finds from both Central Plains and Eastern Zone, its origin dating to as early as 4,500 B.P.; and (2) the Northwest system consisting of bronzes from both the Northwest and Northern zones, originated around 3,000 B.P. The use of bronze stimulated the unprecedented development of social complexity in early China.    


Directionality: a Hypothesis on the Decoration of Shang Bronzes
By Dr. Yue Hongbin (Associate Director, Anyang Work Station, Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

The notable directionality is found in the decoration styles and motifs of Shang bronzes, suggesting that that the placement of bronze vessels during the ritual activities might have been formalized by following certain directionalities. The study of such cardinal orientation reveals the ritual information relevant to the use of bronzes; furthermore it may also suggest how bronze ritual vessels were used, as well as what purposes the inscriptions on bronzes would serve.  

	C.K. Choi Rm. #120 

	Sept 23-24 
	CENTRE FOR JAPANESE RESEARCH

Experiences With and Within: Christians in Japan from the 16th Century to the Present Day

Co-Sponsored by the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science, President's Advisory Committee on Lectures, and Department of Asian Studies, UBC

For more detail information please visit http://www.asia.ubc.ca/news/Christians%20in%20Japan%20Poster.doc


	Auditorium,

Asian Centre

1871 West Mall

	Mon 26 Sept

12:30-2:00pm
	CENTRE FOR CHINESE RESEARCH

Zheng He’s 1433 Delegation to the Papal Court of Florence

By Mr. Wang Tai Peng
It is widely known that the famous Florentine astronomer Paolo del Posso Toscanelli(1397-1482) in 1474 sent Christopher Columbus two letters and a map of navigation virtually providing a roadmap for the "discovery of America". Two biographers of Columbus, his son Fernado and Bishop Las Casa of Chiapaz, even praise Toscanelli as the actual father of Columbus' idea of sailing to India by the western route. Yet few historians have read of Toscanelli's startling admission that he had a long conversation with a Chinese ambassador “who told of their great feeling of friendship for the Christians" in 1433 during the reign of Pope Eugenius(1431-1447).  While there is compelling evidence of exciting intellectual interactions between Renaissance Florence and Ming China, few scholars have acknowledged this. As a result, even now Renaissance Italy is widely viewed as some purely European event devoid of any traceable influences from Chinese technology and science particularly in navigation and astronomy, which were unquestionably the most advanced anywhere in the 15th century world.

This seminar will discuss the contention that Chinese astronomical and geographical knowledge helped inspire Toscanelli and his circle of friends to lay the astronomical and cartograhic groundwork in latitude and longitude determination for so many successful transatlantic navigations at the turn of the 15th and 16th centuries.  The focus of this talk will be on the 1433 delegation to the papal court in Florence by Zheng He, the 600th anniversary of whose navigations was recently celebrated.

Mr. Wang Tai Peng is a MA graduate in History from the Australian National Unvierisyt. His MA thesis: "The Origins of Chinese Kongsi" was published by Pelunduk Publications in 1994 and ran into two editions. In the 1980s, he was a special correspondent based in China for Singapore's "Lianhe Zaobao" and "Lianhe Wanbao". In the 1990s, he was a Research Fellow at the East Asia Research Institute in the National University of Singapore and then editor of Asian Pacific news desk for the "Sing Tao Daily" and the Staff Correspondent for  "Yazhou Zhoukan" [Asia Weekly] based in Hong Kong. Currently he is a columnist for the "Asia-Inc" Monthly based in Singapore and regular writer for 

“Hong Kong Economic Journal Monthly" based in Hong Kong


	C.K. Choi Rm. 120

	Thurs 29 Sept  

4:00-5:30pm
	DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY AND SOCIOLOGY, CENTRE FOR CHINESE RESEARCH, AND THE UBC INTER-FACULTY INITIATIVE ON MIGRATION STUDIES (IFIMS)
By Dr. Sylvia Yanagisako, Department of Cultural and Social Anthropology, Stanford University

Unwrapping the Sacred Bundle: Reflections from across the Border 

11:30-1:00pm, Department of Anthropology and Sociology Room 205


Dr. Yanagisako will discuss her (and her co-editor Dan Segal's) recent book, Unwrapping the Sacred Bundle: Reflections on the Disciplining of Anthropology (Duke University Press 2005). The book attempts to foster an open debate about the four-field configuration of the discipline of anthropology by exploring the effects of and alternatives to this model. Among the myths that the book challenges is the narrative of the discipline's descent from an earlier golden age of "unity" to present-day "Balkanization." It raises the question as to whether the perduring linkage of "holism" to anthropology -- and not to the human sciences more generally -- reveals the persistence of a social-evolutionary scheme that divides humanity into a civilizational Self and a pre-civilized Other.

Dr. Yanagisako will also present 

“From 'Made in Italy' to Made in Translation: Italian Capitalism and the New Silk Road” 

4:00-5:30pm, Institute of Asian Research, room 120, with reception following.


China has long been the "significant other" of the Italian silk industry. As Italian manufacturers of silk, other textiles, and garments confront the growing challenge of Chinese imports, some are forging transnational ventures with Chinese entrepreneurs. Drawing on her current ethnographic research in northern Italy and the Shanghai area of China, Dr. Yanagisako will examine the ways in which the overseas production of "Made in Italy" is reshaping the social identities of both products and producers. These developments raise questions and insights about the fetishism of commodities, the reification of labor, and the delocalization of industrial districts.


 
	C.K. Choi Bldg. #120


	DATE & TIME
	SEMINARS
	LOCATION

	Mon 3 Oct

12:30-2:00pm
	CENTRE FOR SOUTHEAST ASIA RESEARCH

The Arroyo Presidency in Crisis

By Yvonne Chua, McLuhan Media Fellow


	C.K. Choi Bldg. #120

	Fri 7 Oct

4:00-5:30pm
	CENTRE FOR JAPANESE RESEARCH 

A Study of Relationships between a Local Government and Citizens Through Analyzing Web Pages in Japan


By Professor Hiroshi Murayama, College of Policy Science, Ritsumeikan University


What kinds of relationships between a local government and citizens can I find in analyzing the policy information in a local government’s Web page? This is a basic question of the study. The comparative study of the relationships is one of the main themes of the approach of political culture. I focus on the data of the policy information in the Web pages of Japanese cities in this approach instead of social aggregate data and psychological survey data.
 

Please note that this presentation will be given in Japanese 


	Asian Centre

Room 604

	Mon 17 Oct
12:30–2pm 
	CENTRE FOR SOUTHEAST ASIA RESEARCH

"Burma: Activism, Art, Resettlement and The Way Forward"

A panel discussion and open forum with:
Pensiri Kitwirotkul and Kristen Beifus, representatives of Borderline, a not-for-profit arts collective;
Brenda Belak, member of the Vancouver Burma Round Table and assistant to the Burma monitor for Lawyers Rights Watch Canada; and
Rebecca Wolsak, former staff of Earth Rights International, a Burma-focused human rights and environment organization. 

A panel of Burmese democracy activists, experts, and exiles discuss the political and human rights situation in Burma and the activism and art it provokes. Two representatives from Borderline, a not-for-profit women's collective fair trade shop and gallery space on the Thai Burmese border, present their organisation and discuss the connections between art, activism and resettlement. There will be a video postcard from the artists living in exile. Two Vancouver based Burmese activists present on the current Burmese political situation, discuss issues of resettlement and lead a discussion on what Vancouverites can do. What is happening inside Burma and where do we go from here?

Please Note: This panel is being organized in conjunction with the following gallery show:

Here & There
Resettlement: An Exhibition of Burmese Art

October 11- 29th at the Pendulum Gallery, 885 West Georgia at Hornby (the HSBC Building)
Featuring the work of refugee artists exploring the themes of statelessness and displacement. Burmese artists living in exile along the Thai-Burmese border reflect on their histories, express the turmoil of resettlement and the hopes of a safe return home. 

This is an extremely rare opportunity for Vancouverites to experience the works of sixteen artists from Burma. For more information, please contact: burmaart@gmail.com


	C.K. Choi Bldg. #120

	Tues 18 Oct
12:30 – 2pm 
	CENTRE FOR SOUTHEAST ASIA RESEARCH

Interpreting Southeast Asian Ethnic Chinese Architecture & Urbanism

By Dr. Clarence Aasen, Professor of Architecture and Design, Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand

In this seminar, Dr. Aasen will discuss the use of architecture, cities and associated artifacts (eg. temple murals and deities) as primary evidence to interpret both the cultural history and the aesthetics of the Southeast Asian ethnic Chinese, with the argument that the three most conventionally used theoretical frameworks applied to the ethnic Chinese – as settlers, as sojourners and as ‘overseas’ Chinese – are inadequate both for understanding the history and culture of the ethnic Chinese communities themselves and for explaining the complexity and variety of the material culture which aesthetically distinguishes them. As an alternative approach, Dr. Aasen will discuss socio-spatial orders centred on networks of spatially dispersed social, cultural and political relationships, emphasizing three particular aspects: the history of the ethnic identity formation of the Southeast Asian Chinese, viewed essentially from a Barthian perspective (particularly in terms of the primary socio-cultural and political relationships between the ethnic Chinese and other agents, such as local rulers and colonial powers); the roles that architecture and urbanism have played in establishing and enhancing those primary social relations and in forming, maintaining and transforming Chinese ethnic identities; and the diversity of the formal and aesthetic material culture that was produced and consumed by the ethnic Chinese and imprinted on Southeast Asia more generally. This approach thus attempts to reveal the substantial complexity of ethnic Chinese material culture while understanding it as an integral and explicit aspect of the physical, social and conceptual space of Southeast Asia. These ideas will form the basis for discussion. 

	C.K. Choi Bldg. #120

	Wed 19 Oct

1:30–3:00pm
	CENTRE FOR CHINESE RESEARCH

Rising China: Problems and Prospects

Dr. Leigh Sarty, Political Division, Canadian Embassy, Beijing

Dr. Sarty's talk will focus mainly on foreign policy: China's rise
and its broad implications for global governance and stability; how the
Chinese see their rise and the opportunities and challenges that follow;
some specific issue areas where China's rise is already playing out --
eg. Six party talks, cross-straits, Japan-China; plus a few words on
Canada's current China policy and our bilateral relations. He will also touch
on domestic stability issues in the context of "challenges" and would be 
happy to elaborate on the North Korea issue during the Q&A session following.


	C.K. Choi Bldg. #120

	Fri 21 Oct

12:00 – 1:30pm 
	CENTRE FOR CHINESE RESEARCH

Competitive Landscape of the Korean Copier Industry

By Prof. Heesuk Ahn, Department of Business Administration,

University of Marketing and Distribution Sciences, Japan

Korean copier market has seen improvement since the 1960¹s.  SINDO

RICOH( SR), FUJI XEROX KOREA(FXK) and LOTTE CANON(LC) are the three major players in this market.  These players have controlled the market while

competing among one another. However, the gap between SR¹s achievement and those of the two other players, FXK and LC is substantial. Therefore, I

would like to discuss the development of copier market in Korea and also the competitive advantage of SR in this seminar.


	C.K. Choi Bldg. #129

	Fri 21 Oct

4:00 – 5:30pm
	CENTRE FOR KOREAN RESEARCH 

Korean Aspiration for Democratic Society and Roh's Government:

Challenges and New Politics
By Professor Chung-Hee Lee, Department of Political Science, Hankuk University, Foreign Studies, Korea

Sixty years of modern Korean history is the history of aspiration for

democracy. The modern political history of Korea has been the saga of a

struggle to narrow the gap between democratic aspirations and political

reality. Despite the division of the peninsula, the Korean War, student

revolution, coups and assassination, the Korean people did not lose faith in

democracy. The 1992 presidential election marked a turning point in Korean

political history as it enabled the peaceful transfer of power from a

military leader to a civilian politician. In 1997, another important step

toward democratization took place with Kim Dae Jung's election as president.

In 2002, Korean people could launch the Roh Mu-Hyun Government which provide more chances of political participation for Korean.

Democratic transitions confront many trials along the way. Ironically,

difficulty arises precisely from newly created opportunities for

self-expression and participation. After the general election of 2004,

participation led to social uncertainty and more severe political conflicts.

Especially, ideological conflicts concerning the relationship with North

Korea and national security issues have prevailed. Now Korean society need

the sense of coordination. Leadership for coordination and open-minded

political strategy are essential for smooth democratic consolidation. Korean

people should find out the contingent point between the welfare and economic

development and should keep the right track to save human rights and

national security at the same time. Solving current hot issues through talks

and compromise, Korean people will sure to enjoy democracy.


	C.K. Choi Bldg. #120

	Wed Oct 26

12 – 2pm
	CENTRE FOR CHINESE RESEARCH

The Chinese Role in the Roosevelt Human Rights Commission

By Pierre-Etienne Will


	

	Fri 28 Oct

4:00-5:30pm


	CENTRE FOR JAPANESE RESEARCH 

The Geography of Crisis and Opportunity: Kobe's Reconstruction Ten Year After the Hanshin Earthquake


By David W. Edgington, Associate Professor, Geography, UBC; and Director Centre for Japanese Research, UBC


The complexity of reconstruction planning following disasters is revealed through a case study of Kobe in the ten years after the Great Hanshin earthquake. This event in January 1995 led to the loss of over 6,000 lives and destroyed over 200,000 homes. While many post-earthquake investigations have reported on building damage, seismic intensity and the immediate recovery efforts, this research examines aspects of long-term reconstruction planning. It is based on field investigations conducted between 1995 and 2005. The twin themes of crisis and opportunity are explored to bring to light the Kobe city planners’ objectives following the quake. A framework derived from the literature is also employed to understand aspects of the reconstruction planning and the influence of prior circumstances, government actions and community responses. The earthquake and ensuing fires in parts of Kobe presented opportunities to rebuild districts that city planners had been unable to touch before, and to secure funds from the national government for novel infrastructure projects. Both Kobe city and Hyogo prefecture issued long-term plans for the rejuvenation of the Hanshin area, such as the `Phoenix Plan’. While these schemes provided an opportunity for new approaches and high-profile urban development, they were challenged initially by local citizens who felt vulnerable and disempowered in the period following the quake. The city planners had to win back community trust through the use of extensive local consultation processes, known in Japan as machizukuri. Through case studies the research indicates that the ability to rebuild stricken neighbourhoods was problematic due to the particular Japanese style of urban renewal, and outcomes were highly differentiated within Kobe itself. The construction of key `symbolic infrastructure’ was achieved, but many projects were not necessarily related to the long-term improvement of the local economy. Overall, the study confirms the inherent complexity involved in reconstruction after a major disaster, while pointing to cultural features specific to the Japanese model. There are many lessons from the Kobe disaster and reconstruction planning to be learned for other Japanese cities.


	


	DATE & TIME
	SEMINARS
	LOCATION

	Tues 1 Nov
12:30 – 2:00pm 
	CENTRE FOR SOUTHEAST ASIA RESEARCH
"Multi-ethnic nation, Muslim saints and Malaysian capitalist modernity: A study of the keramat cult amongst property developers in Penang"

by Dr. Beng-Lan GOH, National University of Singapore, and University of Victoria

This paper explores a peculiar capitalist sacralisation in contemporary Malaysia – the propitiation of a Malay-Muslim spirit known interchangeably as keramat or Datuk Kong by property developers. It argues that keramat propitiation amongst property developers can be better grasped by understanding how this spirit cult is engendered and acted on by deep historical structures of cultural hybridity of a maritime past as well as economic and ethno-nationalist transformations in modern Malaysia. It is with this background that the keramat cult brings together Malay-Muslim and Chinese supernatural beliefs and becomes a potent idiom that expresses and negotiates contradictions inherent in a highly speculative accumulative activity and nationalistically charged political economy in Malaysian capitalist modernity. This conjunction between the keramat cult and property development activities not only implicates a powerful group of capitalist actors but also brings to light the centrality of the problematic of ethno-religious nationalism in characterising capitalist transformations in Malaysia, hence unsettling much of the arguments on commoditization, exploitation, and marginalisation in anthropological interpretations of capitalist sacralisation.

Beng-Lan GOH is a cultural anthropologist working on the issue of modernity and urbanism in Southeast Asia. She is the author of Modern Dreams: An Inquiry into Power, Cultural Production, and the Cityscape in Contemporary Urban Penang, Malaysia (Ithaca: Cornell SEAP, 2002)) and a co-editor of Asia in Europe, Europe in Asia (IIAS, Leiden and ISEAS, Singapore, 2004)


	C.K. Choi Bldg. #120

	
	A Celebration of MODERN KOREAN FICTION: AN ANTHOLOGY,

edited by Bruce Fulton and Youngmin Kwon

Wednesday, November 2, 2005, 6-9 p.m.

Asian Centre Auditorium

University of British Columbia

Join Bruce Fulton and Youngmin Kwon as they offer a bilingual lecture and reading from their new anthology, recently published by Columbia U Press.  A reception and book signing will precede the lecture and reading.  This event is free and open to the public.

Sponsored by:

The Department of Asian Studies, UBC

Centre for Korean Research, Institute of Asian Research, UBC

Korea Literature Translation Institute, Seoul

Bruce Fulton occupies the Young-Bin Min Chair in Korean Literature and Literary Translation, Department of Asian Studies, UBC

Youngmin Kwon is Professor of Korean Literature at Seoul National University.


	

	Fri 4 Nov

4:00-6:00pm
	CENTRE FOR KOREAN RESEARCH
Re-crafting the Buddhist Self: Korean American Buddhism, Gender and

Identity

Sharon Shu, Director of Asian Studies and Assistant Professor of World

Religions,Seattle University

In this talk, Sharon Suh will speak about her recent book, Being Buddhist in

a Christian World: Gender and Identity in a Korean American Temple which

explores how Korean American men and women utilize Buddhist teachings to

recreate the self in a new cultural context.  Despite common understandings

of Buddhism as self-negating, Suh will discuss how karma and Buddha Nature

are interpreted to rebuild fragmented selves in everyday life.

Contextualizing Korean American Buddhism in the United States and in

relation to North American Buddhism, she will also speak about the necessity

of moving beyond the ethnic and convert Buddhist divide.


	C.K. Choi Bldg. #120

	Fri 4 Nov

4:00-5:30pm
	CENTRE FOR JAPANESE RESEARCH 


Shifting the Division of Family Work in Dual-Career Marriages in Rural Japan


by Professor Scott North, Sociology Department, Osaka University.
 
Boosting men’s participation in family work (housework and childcare) is deemed essential to reversing the decline in Japan’s birthrate. Studies suggest that increasing income equality will shift the division of family work in a gender-free direction. This paper unpacks emotional complexity in this correlation using interview data from a regional elite, couples with “twin-careers” in the public sector in Toyama prefecture. The findings suggest that income and occupational parity may set the stage for questioning the unequal division of family work. Most important for outcomes, however, were respondents’ feelings of attachment to “natural” gender traditions and identities and their correlations with ambivalence and resistance to shifting the division of family work.  



	Liu Institute

Room 316

	Mon 7 Nov

12:00-2:00pm


	CENTRE FOR SOUTHEAST ASIA RESEARCH

The Struggle for Human Rights in Indonesia
By Bunyan Saptomo

The determination of the Indonesian people to fight for their human rights started a long time ago. We could see this struggle historically through various revolts across the Indonesian archipelago against the local tyrants and foreign colonial powers that had for centuries oppressed the fundamental rights of Indonesian people. The common interest of the people across the archipelago to fight for their human rights had led them to unite and fight for their independence. From the early struggle for independence (1900s) until the end of 1950s, the fight for human rights had been regarded as an integrating factor for national unity. For this reason, since Indonesian people gained independence in 1945, they had determined to implement democracy and respect for human rights. However, with the increasing number of separatist movements across the country in the 1950s, the first President, Sukarno, began to believe that “liberal” democracy and human rights was a threat to national unity. In 1959, he issued a decree to implement “guided democracy” which had limited the practice of democracy and human rights. Sukarno’s rule came to the end in 1966, but a version of “guided democracy” continued under the New Order government of President Suharto. However, since the early 1990s there has been a growing interest in a new paradigm which has given particular importance to the practice of human rights while respecting national unity. This new paradigm has led to a reform movement in 1998, which since then has been pushing for a more democratic life and respect for human rights in Indonesia. (BS)


	C.K. Choi Bldg. #120

	Tues 8 Nov

3:30-5:00pm
	CENTRE FOR CHINESE RESEARCH

Engaging with China on Human Rights: Challenges and Opportunities


By Chantal Meagher,  Counsellor (Political), Canadian Embassy, Beijing


Chantal is a graduate of UVIC Law School (1985).  She worked for a law firm in Hong Kong, before joining the foreign service in 1992. She has been posted to Poland, worked in the Human Rights and United Nations Law division at Foreign Affairs Canada, and is now on her second posting to China, where she is responsible for human rights and domestic political issues.

	C.K. Choi Bldg. #120

	Wed 9 Nov

12:30-2:00pm
	CENTRE FOR CHINESE RESEARCH

Constitutionalising Diversity in South Asia

by Yash Ghai, Faculty of Law, University of Hong Kong

Professor Yash Ghai, CBE, MA, DCL (Oxon), LLM (Harvard) is a renowned scholar in constitutional law. His interests include both human rights and ethnic conflicts. He has published extensively in this area, as well as on the law in many developing countries, especially in Africa and the Pacific. He has advised many governments and other bodies on constitutional developments. In 2003 Professor Ghai was invited by the Kenya government to review its constitution which experience he had shared with us in his article entitled "A Journey Around Constitutions - Reflecting on Contemporary Constitutions", published in the 35th Anniversary publication of the Faculty (2004). He received the Distinguished Researcher Award from the University of Hong Kong in 2001.

	C.K. Choi Bldg. #120

	Thurs 10 Nov

12:00–1:30pm
	CENTRE FOR KOREAN RESEARCH

Two Views of Security Issues on the Korean Peninsula

By Nicholas Mele

A former US diplomat turned peace activist explores the similarities and

differences between US official and US unofficial perspectives on the Korean

peninsula, in particular the North Korean nuclear issue and North-South

Korean relations.

Nicholas Mele was a career foreign service officer with the United States

Information Agency and Department of State from 1975 until December 1999.

He served overseas in Africa and Asia, especially Korea. In Washington, Mele

served, at different times, as Japan/Korea Country Affairs Officer and as

Deputy Director of the Office of East Asian and Pacific Affairs.  Since

February of 2001, Mele has been part of an international effort to create a

global nonviolent ³peace force² made up of civilians committed to nonviolent

intervention as an alternative to military missions to areas of conflict

like the former Yugoslavia, Colombia or Rwanda. Mele is the International

Director of Communications for the Nonviolent Peaceforce and was a member of

the project management team that set up its pilot project in Sri Lanka. He

has written and spoken about foreign affairs, cross-cultural issues and

nonviolent alternatives to military force for many audiences in the U.S. and

Asia.
	C.K. Choi Bldg. #120

	 Tues 15 Nov

12:30–2:00pm
	CENTRE FOR CHINESE RESEARCH

Legislative Initiatives in China

By Professor Xin Chunying, Member, National People's Congress Standing 

Committee & Vice Chair, of the Legislative Affairs Commission of the 

NPC, will be speaking on current legislative initiatives in China.

Ms. Xin was a Senior Visiting Scholar at Yale Law School in 1999, has 

served as Deputy Director of the Legal Studies Institute and of the 

Political Science Institute of CASS, and has published widely on legal 

reform issues in China.


	C.K. Choi Bldg. #120

	Wed 16 Nov

3:30-5:00pm


	DEPT OF GEOGRAPHY AND CENTRE FOR JAPANESE RESEARCH

MAMIYA RINZO AND THE JAPANESE EXPLORATION OF SAKHALIN ISLAND: Cartography, Ethnography and Empire

Dr. Brett Walker, History, Montana State University

Mamiya is remarkable because he's the first Japanese cartographer to 

use European scientific cartographic techniques, departing from earlier 

Japanese mapmaking practices.  Built around some great images related 

to Mamiya's cartographic and ethnographic work, this presentation 

considers early Japanese "scientific" mapmaking and its relationship to 

empire building and ethnography.


	Geography

Room 212

	Fri 18 Nov

4:00-5:30pm


	CENTRE FOR JAPANESE RESEARCH


Pious Nun or Unfilial Daughter? Buddhist and Confucian Views of Women in the Taima-dera engi and in Chûjôhime no honji – Conflicting Images and Politics


by Monica Dix, Ph.D. Candidate, Asian Studies Department, UBC
 
The story of the legendary eighth-century female figure Chûjôhime is one of the most well-known accounts of female salvation. Kamakura-period (1185-1333) versions of Chûjôhime’s story center primarily on the creation of the Taima mandala and the heroine’s attainment of birth in Amida’s Pure Land. However, from the Muromachi period (1392-1573) onward, versions of Chûjôhime’s story center primarily on the girl’s abuse at the hands of her evil stepmother, or include a combination of these two versions. This paper focuses on the portrayal of Chûjôhime in the Taima-dera engi (1531) and in Chûjôhime no honji (1651) and situates these narratives within the literary genre of medieval Japanese stepchild tales in order to shed light on the diffused boundaries between the religious and social constructions of gender. I will investigate the ideological double-bind of Chûjôhime as religious outcast (being defiled and therefore not able to attain enlightenment in her female body due to her sexuality) and as social outcast (transgressing the bounds of her social obligation as filial daughter). My analysis will illustrate that Buddhist ambivalence toward women was partially determined by social factors such as the patrilineal lineage into which women were integrated as daughters, wives, and mothers. Gender discrimination can, paradoxically, empower women in certain ways, which then in turn trigger other reactions and practices of gender discrimination. I propose that it was precisely because of this constant renegotiation of gender-power imbalance that Pure Land Buddhist ideology and Confucian morality mutually influenced each other in casting transgressing women as religious and social outcasts in medieval Japan. Therefore the significance of narratives like the Taima-dera engi and Chûjôhime no honji should not only be read as entertaining accounts of female salvation, but also be regarded as a form of gender criticism and an index of the tensions generated by the patriarchal system.


	C.K. Choi Bldg. #120

	Mon 21 Nov

12:30-2:00pm
	CENTRE FOR CHINESE RESEARCH

A Trade Commissioner's Perspective On Taiwan 

by Joshua Hodgson


Joshua Hodgson is a Trade Commissioner and works with International Trade Canada, the federal Department of International Trade. He is based in Vancouver, where he serves clients in the software and e-business sectors as well as those interested in the markets of Hong Kong and Taiwan.

Prior to this assignment, he worked at the Canadian Trade Office in Taipei from 1999 to 2002. He started his career as a Foreign Service officer in Ottawa in 1996 and had a variety of assignments at International Trade Canada headquarters including assignments in the export finance division, the Korea and Oceania division and the Middle East division.
 
He has a Master of Science (Economics) in European Studies from the London School of Economics in England and a BA (Honours) in Political Science and Economics from the Royal Military College of Canada. He is also a Certified International Trade Professional and received this designation in 2003.
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	Mon 28 Nov
12:00 – 1:30pm
	CENTRE FOR SOUTHEAST ASIA RESEARCH in collaboration with
RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY

West Papua: Putting an End to 40 Years of Human Rights Abuses
Public speaking event by Mr. Yan Christian Warinussy of West Papua, recipient of the 2005 John Humphrey Freedom Award 

Yan Christian Warinussy has been a dedicated human rights activist for more than fifteen years in West Papua, a territory under Indonesia’s military control since 1963. Lawyer and Director of the Institute for Research, Analysing, and Development of Legal Aid (LP3BH), Mr. Warinussy has demonstrated an exceptional commitment to shedding light on gross human rights violations in West Papua and defending people whose rights are ignored, despite repeated intimidation and threats to his personal safety. Mr. Warinussy is also a respected community leader, a role he has earned in part through his efforts to provide legal representation to those in West Papua’s remote regions who would otherwise have none. For instance, Mr. Warinussy played a key role in the defence of Papuan’s rights affected by a British Petroleum natural gas facility in Bintuni Bay. His untiring efforts for a peaceful resolution to the conflict in West Papua have made him a role-model for members of the community and future generations. Confronted with summary executions, cases of torture, of sexual violence and massive appropriation of indigenous land by Indonesia’s armed forces and multinational companies, Mr. Warinussy works tirelessly towards ending impunity.
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	Tues 29 Nov

5:00pm
	The Program on Inner Asia of the Institute of Asian Research, Univ of 

British Columbia is inaugurating its MONGOLIA LECTURE SERIES with a 

presentation by

H.E. D Gotov, Mongolian Ambassador to Canada

"Northeast Asia and Mongolia: Infrastructure Issues"

The presentation will be followed by a modest reception from 6-7pm.

Future speakers invited to present in the Mongolia Lecture Series:

· Henry Schwarz, Professor Emeritus, Western Washington University; 

             President, The Mongolia Society of the United States; and 

             Vice-President, International Association for Mongol Studies: "Mongolia 

             at 800: State and Nation Since Chinggis Khan", January 11, 2006.

· Craig Janes, Simon Fraser University: "Assessing Market-Driven Health 

             Reform in Mongolia:  A Lesson for other Developing States?", February 

             2, 2006.

· Daniel Waugh, History, University of Washington, February 24, 2006.

If you would like to be informed about future events in the Mongolia 

Lecture Series, please email Julian Dierkes (julian.dierkes@ubc.ca) to 

be added to the iar-mongolia listserv.
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	DATE & TIME
	SEMINARS
	LOCATION

	Friday 2 Dec
12.30pm to 2.00pm
	CENTRE FOR JAPANESE RESEARCH


Using the Imperialists: Meiji Japan and a 'Naughty Yankee Boy'
  

By Professor Jim Huffman, History, Wittenberg University
 
The talk will look at the ways in which Japanese officials in the 1870s and 1880s used the skills of the Boston journalist Edward H. House to strengthen Japan's standing in the world. At the human level, Huffman will narrate the life of a New York-based journalist who helped bring men like Mark Twain and abolitionist John Brown to prominence, then moved to Tokyo, where he edited Tokyo's first English-language newspaper, wrote endless articles on treaty revision, war, and Japan's gender issues, while devoting 30 years to promoting Japan's international standing. At the broader level, he will discuss the complex, astute ways in which a government bent on modernity used foreigners (including House) to construct both its domestic infrastructure and its international persona.
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	Fri 2 Dec

4:00-5:30pm
	CENTRE FOR KOREAN RESEARCH SEMINAR

North Korean Economic Reform and North-South Korean Economic Relations

By Professor O. Yul Kwon

Professor Kwon is the Director of the Australian Centre for Korean Studies

in the School of International Business of Griffith University in Brisbane,

Australia. 

Professor Kwon has recently spent a week in North Korea, during which he

engaged in research for a book on the North Korean economy. In his

presentation, he will share with the UBC Korean Research community his

observations on the state of the North Korean economy today and report what

he learned from North Korean officials.
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	Tues 6 Dec 

6:00-8:00pm
	CENTRE FOR INDIA AND SOUTH ASIA RESEARCH

World Dignity Day/Death Anniversary of Dr. Ambedkar
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